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77% of the bottom quintile have a mobile phone, but only 18% of them have access to tap water
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hen the results.
of the 2011
census were
published.one
finding
stood out: more th holds had
mobile phones than toilets in India.
Fifty-three per cent of houscholds
had amobile phone, while only 47%
hadatoiletwithin theirhomesin that
vear, the census statistics showed.
Fiveyearslater, the gap between the
(wo seems 1o have widened as the
march of telecom connectivity has
outpaced the marchofwater connec-
tivity in the country.

While the proportion of house-
holds with toilets hasmoved up, the
proportion of those with mobile
phones has grown even more sharply.
according to fresh data fromanation-
ally rej ]m«cnmux chousehold survey.
ghty-eight percent of households
inIndia lmla\ have a mobile phone,
according to the ‘Tousehold Survey
on India’s Citizen Environment &

proportion of households haveaccess
(o electricity, but far fewer house-
holds have access Lo toilets or tap
water, the survey shows. Access to tap
water is a function of class, the data
ccess to toilets.

Apartfrom poverty, the other key
factorbehind the widespread preva-
ofopen defecationseems tobe
the lack of running water in many
houscholds. The data shows that 6%
of households nationally (and 9% of
rural India) defecate in the open
despite having toilets. Many
rescarchershavedrawnattention to
this phenomenon, pointing to the
role of education and behavioural
change in convincing people (0 use
toilets. But the survey seems (o sug-
gest that a key reason why people
with toilets may still defecate in the
openis the lacKof running water. Of
houscholds that defi n theopen
ll('\])llt'hd\ ing toilets, 63% reported
without running water.
scholds without toilets, 92%
defecatein the open. The proportion
islowerinurban Indiahecause asig-
nificant chunkof people without toi-
lets have access (o community or
public toil

The ICE 360” survey was con-
ducted by the independent not
profitorganization, People Research
on India’s Consumer Economy
(PRICE), headed by two of India’s
best-known consumer economy
experts, Rama Bijapurkarand Rajesh
Shu}\ The survey isamong the larg-
esteonsumereconomy surveysin the
country. The urhan sample of the sur-
vey is comparable to that of the
National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) consumer expenditure sur-
vey conducted in 2011-12. While the
NSSO surveyed 101651 households of
which 41,968 (41.3%) were urban
houscholds, the ICE 360° survey cov-
ered 61,000 houscholds of which
000 (39%)are urban houscholds.
Therural sample of the ICE 360" sur-
veyisless than halfof the NSSO sam-
ple. Nonetheless, all the estimates of
cach region have been derived by
adjusting for the respective popula-
tion of those regions.

The ICE 360° survey shows a sig-
nificant improvement in household
amenities such as access (o electric-
ity. tap water and even toilets, com-
pared o the 201 census. The propor-
tion of houscholdswith an electricity
connection has moved up 20 per-
centage points 10 87.6% over the past
five years, the survey suggests. Over
the same period, the proportion of
houscholds with tap water in their
homes has increased by 26 percent-
age points to 52.6% in 2016 and the
proportionofhouscholdswith toilets
has seen a 16 percentage point
change, rthe survey. Evenaccess,
toliqueficd petroleum gas (LPG) con-
nectionsseems o have risen sharply,
with 54.5% households surveyec
reporting using LPG as cooking fue
as against 28.5% such households in
2011 Much of the increase seems to

Household amen

Access to tap water seems to be a fairly good proxy of class in India
the richer you are, the more likely you are to have access to tap water

Around a quarter of households in metros have access to Interet while only
3% of households in under-developed rural areas have an Internet connection
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Toilet troubles

Of households reporting open defecation despite having toilets,
63%did not have running water in their toilets

Most households without toilets defecate in the open but the proportion
is lower in urban India because of the presence of community/public
toilets. Nearly a third of households without toilets in urban India use

such facilities
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Power cuts Growing LPG adoption

Metros get seven hours more power on average than

under-developed rural areas
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be driven by gainsin rural India.

It needs 10 he kept in mind that
while the 2011 figures were based on
acomplete census, the 2016 figures
are estimates based on asurvey and
hence need to be interpreted with
areater caution. Nonetheless, esti-
mates such as these based on a
nationally representative survey usu-
ally provide a fair sense of the di
tion of change even if they under-
stateorover-state the pace of change
because of sampling errors. And the
trends seem Lo suggest asignificant
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baseline 50" survey conducted
in 2014 (which had asmaller sample
size 020,195 houscholds, and hence
is not strictly comparable) suggests
that much of the improvement in
access 10 household amenities may
have occurred between 2011 and
2014, rather than post 2014, For
instance, 87.3% houscholdsreported
access o electricity, 60.1% reported
access to toilets and 36.5% reported
access o lapwaterin the 2014 survey.
Thus, most of the improvements in
the 2011-16 period seems (o have
occurred by 2014. Given that rural
Indialeadsmost of the gainsin ac
to amenities, this may not be so sur-
prisingsince the period 2011-H-sawa

inaccessto e)
amenitiesacross the country over the
past halfa decade.

It is also worth keeping in mind
that much of this change may have
preceded the electionof the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment in May 2014. Data from the

significant hoost to rural fortunes.
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LPG seems to be gaining as a fuel of choice at the expense of kerosene

M Others
(Coalcharcoa,
eecticty,etc)

(%)

function of the income class you
belong o and the place you stay in.
Barely 1% ofhouscholdsin the bottom
quintile have access to Internet but
21% in the top quintile do.

Anotable feature of this survey
thatitisrepresentativeat thelevel of
cconomic clusters. Urban India has
beendividedinto four clusters: met-
ros (populatio nmore than5million).
boom towns (2.5 to 5 million), niche
cities (1 to million) and other
urban towns (less than 1 million).
Based on a district development
index. rural India has been sub-di-
vided into three different clusters:
“developed rural’, ‘emerging ru
and ‘underdeveloped rural’. The
category includes districts such as

Source: ICE 360° Survey, 2016

The survey shows that around a
quarter ol householdsliving in met-
ros have access to Internet but only
3% in under-developed rural areas
havesuchaccess. A
isalsodecply unever

thoscin lmdul"(Iu\'u]npul Naralarens
have access to tap water.

There is a similar divide when it
comes loaccesstoelectricity aswell,
the data suggests. I/nll"pm\l‘l cuts
remain a routine feature of life in
rural India; people in the metros have
fewerand shorter power cuts.

Tadit Kundu in Mumbai contrib-
uted to this story.

This is the fourth of a 16-part data

Whileownership of mobile
hasspiked. access to the Internet hm
lagged, the latest survey shows. Only
10% of households reported having

sto Internet, the ICE 3607 sur-
Like almost every-
lhmulsu Internet access too is a

mjab) and Kangra (Hima-
chal Pradesh. The second category
includes districts such as Latur
(Maharashtra) and Kamrup (Assam),
while the last category includes dis-
ssuchas Kalahandi (Odisha) and
Bastar (Chhattisgarh).

series on how India lives,
thinles,earns and spends, based on the
results from the ICE 360°survey con-
ducted by the People Research on

). The next part
will ook at how India carns.

Payments of more than Rs5,000
to be made electronically: Govt

New Delhi: All payments by the government over Rs5,000 to
suppliers and contractors will now be made electronically,
the finance ministry said in a circular dated 5 December.
Earlier, the limitwas Rs10,000. The move s in line with its
efforts to promote digital payments in the country. As afirst
step, itis encouraging government departments and govern-
ment officials to use digital means for their payments
RemyaNar

Congressrules out alliance with SP
for Uttar Pradesh assembly polls

Lucknow: Amidst indications that Samajwadi Party (SP)
leader and chief minister Akhilesh Yadavis warmingup tothe
idea of analliance with the Congress, Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee (UPCC) president Raj Babbar on Monday said his
partywill contest alonein the stateand described such talks
as "hypothetical”. "Alliance talks in some way demoralizes
workers. | havenosuch information. The party leadership has
notasked metolook foratieup andit's not under considera-
tion. This is hypothetical,” he said.

Askedabout theissue, Babbar stressed that Congress will
“contest UP polls alone” and the first list of the party candi-
dates s likely to be released by the end of this month. “The
exercise of candidate selection is on... We have again asked
forthe prospective candidates list from district presidents,”
hesaid. PTI

Twokilled, 15 injured as INS Betwa
tips over during undocking

Mumbai/New Delhi: Two personnel were on Monday killed
and15othersinjured when INS Betwa, a guided missile frigate,
tipped over duringundocking at Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.
“Therehas been an incidentin the cruiser grounding dock at
Naval Dockyard in Mumbai involving INS Betwa. The incident
occurred during undocking evolution wherein itis suspected
that dock blocks mechanism failed,” navy spokesperson
Capt.D.K.Sharmasaid.

Explaining the situation, he said the 3,850 tonne ship, hav-
ing a length of 126 metres, tipped over while it was being
undocked. The mast of the ship hit the dockyard ground, he
said. It was docked forrepairs and while being returned to the
water —a process that involves tipping the ship—the system
tripped and the entire ship fell sideways. The main mast of the
frigate broke.

While two naval personnel died, 15 others were injured with
oneof them in a serious condition, the spokesman said. PTI

Government asks employees to
maximize use of digital payments

New Dell overnment has asked its employees to maxi-
mize the use of debit cards for personal transactions and
become ‘ambassadors'for promoting digital payments. The
finance ministry has asked allministries and departments to
encourage their employees to make use of debit cards for
personal transactions instead of cash, an official statement
said. Itsaid that given the progress made in banking technol-
ogy, itisassumed that each employee would be in possession
ofadebit/ATM card linked to his/her bank account.
“Ensuring and encouraging government employees tomax-
imize theusage of debit cards for personal related transac-
tions instead of cash would goalong way, with the employees
servingas ‘ambassadors’ for the digital push, and also moti-
vate, encourage the general publicin taking up the cause,”
the ministry added. PTI

Old Rs500 notes to be accepted
at toll plazas till 15 December

New Delhi: All toll plazas in national highways will receive
payments through credit or debit cards from now on and
e-wallet besides accepting old currency notes of Rs500ill15
December, inanewupdatetotherulesregarding highvalue
currency notes thatwerebanned last month.

Tl hasalsoasked deployade-
quate police so that no potential law and order problem
arisesacross thetollplazas. Inacommunication to chief sec-
retaries of all states, the home ministry said to facilitate
smooth passage of national highways users, several meas-
ures have been undertaken including fee collection through
credit/debit cards through point-of-sale (PoS) system
installed by the banks. Besides, thetoll plazas will install fee
paid instruments, e-wallet, electronic toll collection and
accept old currency notes of Rs500 till December15as a spe-
cial case, joint secretary in the home ministry Dilip Kumar
said PTI

Government weighing hikein
EPFO wage ceiling to Rs25,000

New Delhi: Government is considering a proposal to hike
wage ceiling for coverage under social security schemes run
by the retirement fund body Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) toRs25,000 per month from the existing.
Rs15,000, Parliamentwas informed on Monday. Theincrease
inwage ceiling for coverage under EPFO schemes to Rs25,000
could add 50 lakh additional formal sector workers to around
40 million contributing subscribers.

Despite being pressed by trade unions on different fora,
the government has not taken a decisionin thisregard, espe-
ciallywhen it has already increased threshold for coverage
under the Employees’ State Insurance Scheme (ESI) to
Rs21,000 per month in October last year. The EPFO had
increased the threshold to Rs15,000 per month from Rs6,500
on1September 2014 inview of priceriseand payrevisionsin
the formalsector. PTI

ndia’s oil demand tomore than
double to 10 million bpd by 2040’

New Delhi: India’s oil demand will more than double to10 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) by 2040, Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (Opec) secretary general Moham-
mad Barkindo said on Monday as he saw the world's third
largest energy consumer playinganimportant rolein oilmar-
ket stability.

“Its vibrant economy currently enjoys the fastest growth
intheworldwith arate of 7.5%in 2016. At one level, India rep-
resents animportant source of rapidly growing oil demand
thatappears tonow bethe highest, at nearly 300,000 bpd—a
rate that surpasses China,” hesaid. PTI
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